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climatic conditions are on the whole unfavourable to agriculture.
Except in parts of Utah and Arizona, the rainfall is less than 15
inches per year, and over the greater part of Nevada it is less than
10 inches. Cultivation is therefore at present restricted to the river
valleys where irrigation is possible, and only an insignificant portion
of the whole region is under crops. In the vicinity of Great Salt and
Utah Lakes, where the rainfall is slightly over 15 inches, and where
Mormon industry has developed an extensive irrigation system,
cereals and alfalfa are grown, but beet is the only plant in the pro-
duction of which the state takes a prominent part. About 7 per
cent of the United States crop is grown there, and the yield per acre
is somewhat higher than the average for the whole country. The
success of beet-growing in Utah is mainly attributable to the fact
that its cultivation requires a considerate amount of labour, and
the Mormons, who for religious reasons desire to live in com-
munities, are able to find employment without leaving the vicinity
of their towns. Within recent years, also, attempts have been
made to cultivate many of the plains which lie beyond the reach
of irrigation by means of dry farming. The rainfall occurs chiefly
during the autumn, winter, and spring months, and a precipitation
of 15 inches, or even less, is sufficient to grow good crops of wheat
by this method. Large numbers of cattle and sheep are grazed
upon mountain pasture and desert scrub; in the Salt Lake region
many of them are fed upon the irrigated lands in winter. Flour-
milling, sugar-refining, and meat-packing are important industries
at Salt Lake City and Ogden. The agricultural potentialities of
the region on the whole, are, however, not great.
The mineral Dearth of the Basin Ranges is of considerable value.
The output of gold in Utah, Nevada, and Arizona amounts to over
one-fifth that of the United States, and of that the greater part is
mined in the region under consideration. The chief producing areas
are situated in the Tintic range and in West Mountain in the
vicinity of Great Salt Lake in Utah; in White Pine county in the
east central part of Nevada; in Yavapai county in the west
central district of Arizona; and at Cochise in the south. Nearly
one-fourth of the silver obtained in the United States comes from
the Basin ranges, mainly from the Tintic and West Mountain ranges
of Utah, and the Tonopah district of Nevada. Arizona is the chief
copper-producing state of the Union, and, along with Nevada and